llr: 


Based on a story from the Kathasaritsagara_ 


| Production 
|GOVIND KOTWANI 


"| Production Assistance 
ANURADHA SARKAR 


i- 


lished by: 
(G. MIRCHANDANI 


for India Book House Pvt. Ltd. 
‘Mahalaxmi Chambers, 
22, Bhulabhai Desai Road, 
| Bombay 400 026. 
and printed by him 
at IBH Printers, Marol Naka, 
Mathuradas Vissanji Road, 
_| Andheri (East), Bombay 400 059. 
3 se India Book House Pvt. Ltd. 
| Bombay 400 026. 
| Alll rights reserved 1987 
Distributors in U.S.A. 
Admans Enterprises Inc. 
8024 Empire State Building, 
350, Fifth Avenue, 
York N.Y. 10118 
‘Subscriptions: (in India only) 
60/- for 12 issues and 
120/- for 24 issues. (Add 
8/- for outstation cheques). 


| 


Shringabhuja ; a 


Shringabhuja is a story from the ' 
Kathasaritsagara, a Sanskrit classic of the 
eleventh century, written by Somadeva. 
Prince Shringabhuja, the hero, in search 
of his father’s golden arrow comes across 
a demoness Rupashikha, She falls in love 
with him and decides to help him. The | 
result is a fascinating blend of the worldof — 
men and the world of demons, in which 
fantasy, adventu¥e and romance hold the 
reader enthralled. 


SCHOOL PRINCIPALS: 


Have you collected your free gift set of books? 


India Book House Education Trust is giving away 
books worth over Rs. 12,00,000/-! Schools, public 
libraries and children's hospitals can each get a aiftset 
worth Rs. 200/- against receipt on their official letter 
head, as per proforma given below, from any of the 
offices of India Book House, 


RECEIPT 


Received from India Book House Education 
Trust, Mahalaxmi Chambers, 22 Bhulabhai 
Desai Road, Bombay 400 026, one set of 35 
books worth Rs. 200/-, (Rupees two hundred 
only), a8 gift to our institution, 


: 


Please note that those who would like to get the set by 
post will have tosend Rs. 32/-alongwith the receipt to 
India Book House Put. Ltd., Mahalaxmi Chambers, 
Ist Floor, 22 Bhulabhai Desai Road, Bombay 400 026, ) 
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Mahabharata—26 
PANIC IN THE KAURAVA CAMP.___ 


Over 370 titles nowen 


RULE. 


KING VIRABHUJA_OF VARDHAMANA RULED 


OVER A FLOURISHING KINGDOM OF 


HAPPY SUBJECTS SECURE IN THE 
Be ANOWLEDGE OF A WISE AND JUST 


SHRINGABHUJA 


THE KING HAD AHUNDRED WIVES. OF WHOM 
GUNAVARA WAS THE CHIEF QUEEN. THE KING WAS 
CHILDLESS, AND FELT UNHAPPY ABOUT /7- 


Ea 


| WORRY ABOUT 
Wi) My KINGDOM. 
go WILL THAT NOT 
INHERIT IT? ONE OF YOUR 
g AZ HUNDRED WIVES 
Z | HAS BEEN ABLE 
TO GIVE YOU & 


THE KING, HOWEVER, DID NOT 
RESIGN HIMSELF TO FATE. HE 


{| CARE LITTLE SENT FOR THE COURT PHYSICIAN) 


ABOUT THE 
OTHERS. BUT 


1) WISH YOU. i 
1) Al YOU KNOW 


WHAT I 
TROUBLING ME. 
IS THERE 
NO WAY? 


‘omar chitra katha 
|| as | rah 
WY CONcOCT\ ra 
A SPECIAL ot ee 
BREW 
WHICH WASTE NO TIME. 
THE QUEENS ‘SET ABOUT IT 
MUST IMMEDIATELY. 
Mp DRINK. Z| g 
| i Ye “4 


wi 


aT TRACK DOWN “ 


__ A_WILD. 
GE MOUNTAIN GOAT. 
| MUST HAVE 
> ONE BY 


TOMORROW. 4 


= 
* LET YOUR “2 = 
NEXT, THe ROVAL CHEF WAS SUMMONED. LET YOUR NE = T= 
E STAND BY. \Ze=— 
TOMORROW } 
WE PREPARE WE HAVE 
A BREW, HEARD, 
DEAR FRIEND SIR. ( 
2 Za t 


os 


— 


4 
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THE QUEENS ASSEMBLED IN’ THe 
ROYAL DINING HALL. AYAS( (HA, 
ONE OF Ts 

GUNA! 


"| 
THE PHYSICIAN ANNOUNCED— 
‘an 


OUR CHILDREN 
DON’T STAND 
HANCE . pe 


THE PRIEST PRONOUNCED THE 
BLESSINGS... 


DY ALL YoU QUEENS i, | 
b/ OF VIRABHUJA— MAY Y 
YOU BEAR HIM JV yi 


SPLENDID 
s 


SHRINGABHUJA 


VUST AS THE LAST CUP 
HAD BEEN DRA/NED— 
= 
WILL NEVER 


QUEEN 
GUNAVARA | 
HOW COULD 


f\ WE HAVE 
OVERLOOKED, 


MY QUEEN, 
YOU HAVE FASTED 
AND PRAYED FOR 
THREE DAYS. MAY YOUR 
DEVOTIONS MEET 
WITH SPECIAL 
SUCCESS. 
J 


NO BREW LEFT! 


AS THE QUEENS, DREADING THE KING'S: 
ANGER, HURRIED AWAY —— 


@ MY LORD, 

IF_HE HAS SAVED 
THE CREATURES 
HORNS THERE 
IS HOPE YET. 


BREW LEFT. 
NEVER MIND. 
HAVE YOU 
THROWN AWAY 


THE HORNS 74 


1 SAVED THEM. THEY 
WERE SO MAJESTIC 
LIKE SLENDER a 
\ 
DS SCYTHES | re 
CRACK THEM OPEN, | 
REMOVE THE MARROW 
AND PREPARE A soup | 
FOR QUEEN GUNAVARA . 
THE SON SHE BEARS, 
| PREDICT, WILL 
OUTSHINE am 


MAP COMETH RTT) 


SHRINGABHUJA BECAME THE 
UNQUESTIONED FAVOURITE OF THI 
KING. THE QUEENS WERE JEALOU: 


THE KING Y IF WE DON'T 
HAS NO DO SOMETHING 


SHARE IN HIS 
AFFECTIONS OR 
HIS KINGDOM. 


AYASOLEKHA TOOK THE LEAD. SHE TALKED) 
TO THE CHILDREN IN GROUPS, SPREADING} 
HER JEALOUSY LIKE POISON. 


THERE ARE \ 
NINETY— NINE 
OF YOU. IF 
YOU JOIN 
‘ORCES, 
SHRINGABHUJA 


._ ¥‘SHRINGA’ MEANS ‘HORN’ 


1 PROMISE Say mS aTORS 
Hi f : MY LORD.. 

a NOW, Wrist QUEER 
GUNAVARA - 


/_ My LorD, 

TODAY |T IS 

PALACE GOSSIP. 
TOMORROW 
iT = 


samar chitre Ratna + 


GUNAVARA 
UNFAITHFUL ! 
1 CANT 
BELIEVE IT. 
WHO 1S 
THE MAN? 
— 


ce 


SURAKSHITA, 
THE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF THE WOMEN’S 

APARTMENTS - 


D ) 


HE WILL 
(never ASK HER 
STRAIGHT OUT. 


| must 
SEPARATE 
(THEM. 
THERE |S 
ONLY one) 


SHRINGABHUJA 


BURAKSHITA WAS SENT FOR. TO HIS 


IGNORED H/S- 


PROTESTS. 


THAT _ GETS 

RID OF HIM. 
NOW, FOR 
QUEEN 
GUNAVARA . 
THIS IS 
NOT GOING 


HE SENT FOR QUEEN 
GUNAVARA. 


| AM, MY_ DEAREST. 
THE ASTROLOGER | 
SAYS YOU SHOULD 
BE IMPRISONED 
FOR A YEAR. 
FAILING THIS, 
| WiLL DIE AND 
THE KINGDOM 
COME TO 


1S THAT ALL, 
MY LORD ? PREPARE 1 


THE DUNGEON AND 
| SHALL GO INTO 
IT ONLY TOO 
WILLINGLY . 
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SHE LOOKS SO 
INNOCENT— AND 


im SURAKSHITA LOOKED WIR 
SO BEWILDERED. 
my BUT | CAN'T 


EC WHAT A Be 
f STRANGE ‘aR 
& SITUATION ! ae 


WHEN SHRINGABHUJA HEARD THE NEWS-| 


FATHER, 5 
|_CAN'T BEAR \ | F 
TO BE AWAY P 


FROM My. SON, S 


MOTHER! - IT 1S FOR 


THE GOOD OF 
THE KINGDOM— 
YOUR KINGDOM 


WATCH OUT \ 
FOR AN 
OPPORTUNITY 
SEE THAT 
THE KING 
1S REALLY 
DISPLEASED 
WITH HIM. 


SHRINGABHUJA 


JHE OPPORTUNITY SOON AROSE. A_FASSING MENDICANT| 
HAT VERY EVENING — APPROACHED THEM. 


LOOK ! THAT IS NO 
A_ MAGNIFICENT ORDINARY CRANE. 
CRANE. HE’S IT 1S AGNISHIKHA, 
\ FLYING QUITE ATHE RAKSHASA KING. 
LOW TOO. ¢ IF YOU SHOOT HIM, 
YOU WILL BE DOING 
THE WORLD A 
GOOD TURN. 


THE MENDICANT POINTED TO 
SHRINGABHUJA_ WHO WAS STANDING| 
ALITTLE APART. 


THAT YOUNG 


SHRINGABHUVA! 

» SHRINGABHUUJAI 
( EVEN THis 
y WANDERING 
MENDICANT 
SINGLES HIM 
QUT FOR 
SPECIAL 


THE CRANE 
{8 STILL 
CIRCLING. 
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AND THEN AN IDEA, AS BRILLIANT AS IT} 
WAS VICIOUS, STRUCK HIM 


_ AND THEN HE 
THAT SHOULD WILL HAVE TO 


FIX HIM, HE WILL FACE FATHER'S Be 
HIT THE BIRD WHICH 
WILL DISAPPEAR 
WITH FATHER'S 
ARROW. 


| THE UNSUSPECTING SHRINGABHWA RETURNED 
WITH THE V/EAPON, TOOK AlM AND 
SHOT AT THE BIRD 


Is SHRINGABHUJA 


DARE NOT FACE 
OUR FATHER. 
YOU HAD 

BETTER 
BRING THE 

NARROW BACK 

= ad fa 


2 Z AND HE SET OFF. 
WHAT DO pom pe ee 
WE DO ? WE 3 
: 2 


SHRINGABHUJA FOLLOWED THE BIRD. THE 
CRANE HAD LEFT A CLEAR TRAIL, FOR 


THERE WERE DROPS OF BLOOD ON THE 
EARTH o 


7 MY_ FIRST 
TASTE OF THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD 
STRANGE, BUT 
| AM NOT 
AFRAID. 


CONTD.ON PAGE ID 


NAME THE THINGS SHOWN 
IN THE ILLUSTRATION. 
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L 


@ IDENTIFY THE MEN. 


LATER — REVERED DASA, 4OU HAVE! 
MADE MUSIC SIMPLE AND SWEET 
HEREAFTER; 4OURS WILL] 
BE THE FIRST SONG 
THAT | WILL TEACH A 
BEGINNER. 


WE WILL TRACK DOWN THE DEER AND BRING 
BACK THE STICKS TO YOU. 


WITHOUT M4 STICKS, ¥ 

IWILL NOT BE ABLE Hf 
TO PERFORM M4 
RELIGIOUS DUTIES: 


WHO |S THIS GREAT 
KING? : 


CONSTRUCTED TWO BUILDINGS 
THIN THE PRECINTS OF THE PURANA 
A. ONE WAG A MOSQUE AND THE 


‘ RULES 

1. Every entry must be accompanied with 
the coupon given on this page. 

. The first 50 all-correct entries received in 

‘our office will each receive 2 titles of Amar 
Chitra Katha. 

3. Every correct entry will receive a green 
centificate. 

4, Every one-error entry will receive a blue 
certificate, 

5, Any participant who collects three green 
or six blue certificates till June 1987 will 
receive a free subscription of Amar Chitra 
Katha for six months. 

6. Any participant who collects four green or 
eight or more blue certificates till June 
1987 will receive a free subscription of 
‘Amar Chitra Katha for one year. 


7. Any participant sending in five or more all 
correct entries till June 1987 will be 
awarded a cash prize of Rs, 5,000/-.Ifthere 
is more than one claimant the prize will be 
‘equally distributed among those who have 
sent five or more all-correct entries. 

8. If we do not receive fiverall-correct entries 
from anyone till June 1987, the prize will 
be distributed among those who have sent 
in four all-correct entries. 

9. The decision of the judges will befinal and 
binding. 

10. While claiming your prize you must quote 
the reference number given at the base of 
the certificate won by you. 


N 


Mail your entries to: 

QUIZ INDIA 

INDIA BOOK HOUSE PVT. LTD, 

Mahalaxmi Chambers, 22,Bhulabhai Desai Road, 
Bombay 400 026 

Giving: Name, Age, Address, Answers 


[Last date for receiving entries:30.4.1987 - 


Answers to Quiz India—5 


|, Alexander should not have been shown 
wearing his helmet. 

|. These words were addressed to Parvati 
by Shiva for not payingaitention to what 
he was saying. 

Il, Kannappa removes his own eye to replace 

Shiva's. 
IV. a. Pundalik 
V. Satyabhama. 


b. Humayun 
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T 

TRAIL STOPPED SUDDENLY AND 
HE FOUND HIMSELF IN A_ GARDEN 
CITY, AMIDST DENSE JUNGLE. 


* ] 
INDEED. IT WAS, THE TREES 
WERE ALIVE WITH SINGING 
BIROS_ AND LADEN WITH 
SWEET-SMELLING FLOWERS 


Y v 
\i mustl 
SIT 
\ DOWN ./ 


AND SUDDENLY, O 
EVENING MISTS 


oS 
SHE MUST 


SPIRIT. SHE’S 


TOO PERFECT 
TO BE A t 
‘SS MORTAL 


\ ©) 
ie) 
(e) 


7 7” WHERE 
/ @ WHO 
ARE YOU? 
WHAT BRINGS 
VOU HERE? 


——————“ 


SHRINGABHUJA 


20 


YOU ARE IN \ 
DHUMAPURA. | 

AM RUPASHIKHA, } _( 
DAUGHTER OF / 


—~ 
( AGNISHIKHA! 


THE VERY 
RAKSHASA 


_AGNISHIKHA. / iN. THE OF_YOUR 
aan eis if glee OF EXTRAORDINARY 
¥ \ A CRANE, SKILL IN ARCHERY, 


| HAVE 


BEFORE HE 
COULD SPEAK— 


1 KNOW 


MY FATHER IS 
NOT AN EASY J 


WOUNDED. 
~ zg 


THE EVENING WORE_ON AS SHRINGABHUUA 
TOLD HER ALL THAT HAD HAPPENED. 


MY __ FATHER 
HAS BEEN NURSED 
BY MAGIC_HANDS 
AND IS VERY WELt 
THE ARROW 1S 
WITH ~ME— 1 
TOOK _A_ FANCY Ry 

VTOWITS 
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“you will. 
IN GOOD TIME: 


BUT WE MUST. 
FIRST GET 
MARRIED . 

|_ WANT YOU 
TO BE MY 


MY 


MY FORTUNES, 
ARE YOURS, 


MY DEAR NW 
ISHRINGABHUJA* 
MY FATHER 
1S AN OLD 
RAKSHASA 
AND_ NEEDS TO 
BE TACKLED . 


Si 


LIFE, 


| RUPASHIKHA LEFT HIM, TO 
GO TO_AGNISHIKHA, SHE 
WENT STRAIGHT TO THE 
POINT 

MAN. | MUST 
MARRY HIM. 


“THAT |S 
STRANGE, 


— FATHER . 
| HAVE MET 
A WONDERFUL 


A RAKSHASI. 


WANTING TO 
EAT HIM 


AW, 


COMING FROM 
YOU SHOULD _ BE} 


CE FATHER HE'S 
3 ASPECIAL, VEI 
SPECIAL 


SHRINGABHUJA 


SHRINGABHUWJA_WAS BROUGHT BEFORE 
HIM, AND THE RAKSHASA WAS ALL 
SMILES . 


U AND 
t RUPAGHIKHA, 

My DAUGHTER j BRING YOUR 

IS YOURS, IF YOU Hl SISTERS 

PROMISE NEVER < ag 

TO DISOBEY ME 

AND NOW GO. 

BATHE, CHANGE 

AND BE BACK 

IN AN HOUR 


al 


AND CAUGHT MIND. WHEN YOU 


UP WITH COME, THERE WILL 
SHRINGABHUJA. BE A HUNDRED 


RUPASHIKHA | KNOW WHAT 
HURRIED OUT. FATHER HAS IN 
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TAKE THIS LOT 
OF SESAME SEEDS— 
ALL HUNDRED BAGS 
OF THEM— AND SOW 
THEM IN THE FIELD 

OUTSIDE THE 


BUT THE BATTLE OF WITS 


WAS NOT OVER. WHEN 


UP AGAIN IN 
MY GRANARY, 


| MAY HAVE 
1% USE MAGIC > 


TO COMPLETE 
THE TASK BUT 
iT WiLL BE 


-< 


SHRINGABHUJA 


RUPASHII 
RESCUE 


CAME TO HIS 
INCE AGAIN. 


EMERGE, oll 

YoU. ARMIES ———==—=——t 
ANTS = 

AND SET TO 
WORK | —— 


. <SHRINGABHUJA PRODUCED 
BEFORE THE RAKSHASA. 


SIR: 
| HAVE 
DONE THE 
\MPOSSIBLE. 
1 HAVE 
UNSOWN A 


HE IS 
EXTRAORDINARY. 
BUT A_FEW 
MORE TASKS 
WILL REALLY 


MORE ERRAND . 
MY BROTHER LIVES 
IN AN ABANDONED 
SHIVA TEMPLE, 
SOME MILES FROM ff 
GO AND 2 
INVITE HIM TO (@@ 
YOUR WEDDING[L A 


TOMORROW. 


AND: THE ANTS “SCURRIED 
ING THE 


SEEDS WHICH, 
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IKHA WAS “MORE THAN =THESE 
/ER_ SCHEMING PirER. /THORNS AND THIS 
eS at * SMOULDERING FAGGOT 
JUST KEEP THROWING 
THESE BEHIND YOU 
ONE BY ONE, 
EACH TIME MY 
lapis Bn ape uP 


HERE-TAKE 
THIS. EARTH, 
THIS 


HE RODE RUPASHIKHA'S MAGIC HORSE WITH 
THE SPEED OF WIND 


DHUMASHIKHA ! 
YOUR_ BROTHER 
INVITES YOU_TO 


THE WEDDING OF 
HIS DAUGHTER, 
RUPASHIKHA. 


SHRINGABHUJA 


| 


THEN, ee Be. HORSE, HE FLED, 
URGING IT TO GO FASTER, EVER FASTER. 


THERE COMES ) 
THE OLD DEMONS 
LET ME THROW |] 


BLOCKING THE DEMON’S PATH. 


{ THERE'S 
UFE_IN THE 
pOLD DEVIL 


AND LO! THE EARTH GREW INTO A HILL, 


AND HE SPRINKLED TH§ 
WATER BEHIND HIM... 
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+, WHICH INSTANTLY ES I'M NEARER 

BECAME A HUGE \ HOME NOW, BUT —_ 
RIVER, EDDYING STILL NOT OUT Or hile 
AND SWIRLING 

BEHIND HIM. 


Twice MORE HE | THIS Bor 
THORN BUNGLE 


ypWILL TEAR HIM 


h..AND FINALLY WITH THE FAGGOT WHICH 
|SET THE SURROUNDING TREES ABLAZE. 
H\’M_ GOING BACK. 

THIS HUMAN BEING 

18 TOO MUCH 


HARD WORK, |’LL 
JUST WalT FOR 


(4 AND. HE WENT BACK, LEAVING SHRINGABHUUA 
EF ) | FREE TO_RETURN, TRIUMPHANT. 


SHRINGABHUJA, 
AS SHRINGABHUJA GALLOPED HOME— 


fo) WELL DONE. 
NOW, YOU MAY 
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SHE USED HER POWERS -.DISGUISED _HERSELF 
TO MAKE HIM AND THE / AS A WOODCUTTER. 
HORSE INVISIBLE... = 


i SHRINGABHUJA 
AND JOINED A WOODCUTTER WHO Pwe SAW NO ONE ~ 
jOON 


HAPPENED TO BE THERE. = WE HAVE BEEN 
| CUTTING WOOD 


DID YOU ALL DAY— FOR KING 
SEE A YOUNG ~S AGNISHIKHA’S 
COUPLE PASS = FUNERAL PYRE. 

THIS WAY? Fa 


7 WHAT! MEs = AND- SHE JOINED 
DEAD? | MUST SHRINGABHUJA— 
RUSH HOME 
SBePealass RAKSHASAS: 
< ARE BIG_ AND 
my S\~ \ FOOLISH 
FOOLISH ¢ | EAD - SE 
FATHER : eZ 


AGNISHIKHA WAS SOON BACK. 
THIS TIME RUPASHIKHA WAS‘ IN 
THE GUISE OF A MESSENGER. 


A. MESSAGE 
Ea KING _AGNISHIKH 


AT_VARDHAN ap Doe, 


HAD ARRIVED Ai R) IG @ SUSPECT 


MY_ QUEEN’S: 
IMPRISONMENT 
WAS ALSO A 
PLOT. |’LL_ SOON 
FIND OUT. 


TELL 
AYASOLEKHA, 
'M_ SPENDING 
THE EVENING 
— WITH HER. 

a 


HE PLIED HER 
WITH WINE. 


THE NEXT DAY, SHRINGABHLUA WAS 
ANOINTED CROWN PRINCE AND ALL 
WAS WELL IN THE ROYAL HOUSEHOLD 
OF VARDHAMANA ONCE AGAIN 


» 


